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grievous disappointment to him. Though he
held many offices, he was always in debt and
died poor, at the age of seventy, in Accomac
County in Virginia. He was far from being the
best man to send to New England, but his natural
obstinacy and his determination to overcome dif-
ficulties were intensified by the discourteous and
tactless manner in which he was received by the
Puritans. He had no sympathy with the efforts
of the "old faction" to save the colony, and the
people of Massachusetts responded with a bitter
and lasting hate.

Randolph landed at Boston on June 10, and
remained in the colony until the end of July,
about six weeks altogether. He visited Ply-
mouth, New Hampshire, and Maine, interviewed
men in authority and all sorts of other people, and
he canie to the conclusion that the majority of
the inhabitants were discontented with the Boston
regime. The magistrates ignored his presence as
much as they dared, refusing to recognize him
as anything but an enemy representing the Mason
and Gorges claims, and insisting that though
the King might enlarge their privileges he could
not abridge them. Randolph, thoroughly nettled,
returned to England prepared to do his worst.